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Endless Garment (2015 – ongoing)
Shanzhai Lyric

An ever-unfolding poem, “Endless Garment” (2015 – ongoing) inserts 
transcriptions of text featured on shanzhai (counterfeit) garments made in 
China and proliferating across the globe into a wide array of publications and 
forums. These ongoing lyrics are generated in various ways, sometimes through 
collective readings of heaps of  T-shirts. Each T-shirt is considered part of an 
endlessly scrolling text.
The text here is quilted together from several T-shirts, with accompanying 
captions locating the found poems in particular garments and global markets  
 à la descriptions of images in a fashion magazine. Following Barthes’ writing 
on the plastic text, we treat the poem as an image that both constitutes and 
contradicts the garment it adorns, collapsing real and ideal in a language at once 
fantasy and material.
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Black T-shirt, white text. White T-shirt, large black script text. Dark purple T-shirt, white sans-serif text. 
Lilac T-shirt, silver text. Black T-shirt, picture of Big Ben and British bus, black text. Zoo Market, Beijing.



Red classic jersey knit T-shirt, white printed text. Lilac long T-shirt, black text. Dark purple shirt, white 
text. White shirt, turquoise text. Black jersey knit shirt with boatneck, gold type. Zoo Market, Beijing.



Heather, grey-blue, and maroon. Decal of ships, one large and one small. White sleeveless dress with brocade 
pleated skirt, glossy black text. White T-shirt with black printed text. Canton Road Market, Hong Kong. 

White long-sleeved boatneck shirt, black text. Zoo market, Beijing. Fitted cap with grid in black and 
embroidered  patch transfer. Black Book Fair, Hong Kong. 



 White shirt, nylon & cotton, black text. Zoo Market, Beijing.



White T-shirt with yellow and black text. Lilac T-shirt with silver text. Slate gray T-shirt with heathered 
weave, black text. White T-shirt, glitter gold text. Zoo Market, Beijing.



Yellow handbag, black text. White T-shirt with blue and red star, black text. Black suede sneaker, white 
embossed text. Yellow T-shirt with picture of woman in sunglasses, black text. Black T-shirt, silver decal text. 

Zoo Market, Beijing.



Black long-sleeved shirt with red, green, teal type. Canton Road Market, Hong Kong.



White T-shirt, blue text with faux-embroidered pattern. Zoo Market, Beijing.


