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For the Readers, 2018 
Kathy Slade 

For the Readers was commissioned by the Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery 
for the exhibition Beginning with the Seventies: GLUT. Lorna Brown, the 
exhibition’s curator, invited me to produce a textile-based multiple in response to 
the Rereading Room, a remake of the Vancouver Women’s Bookstore assembled 
by the artist (and my former student) Alexandra Bischoff. I studied the books 
that Alexandra had selected to represent the feminist bookstore and produced 
a series of blankets woven on a computerized Jacquard loom. The blankets 
were designed to be used by gallery visitors while spending time reading in the 
installation. It was a dream project that allowed me to revisit, engage with, and 
build upon several themes that run through my practice, such as the relationship 
between text and textile, the female hero as a reader, the repetition or 
reanimation of texts and artwork from the past, and the compilation of lists and 
archives — for instance book collecting — as a form of knowledge production.
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K
athy Slade, After Agnolo Bronzino, Portrait of a Young M

an w
ith a Book, 2018, cotton, 60 x 74.5 inches

Photograph by R
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K
athy Slade, For the R

eaders: Em
m

a Bovary or After G
ustave Flaubert: She bought a m

ap of Paris... , 2018, cotton, 60 x 74.5 inches
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